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CROSS-CULTURAL ENCOUNTERS AND CONFLICTS
Charles Issawi

New York: Oxford University Press, 1998. 150 pp.

ISBN: 9780195353471.

This book aims to clarify both the interactions and the contradic-
tions of different cultures coinciding in the Middle East. It consists
of an introduction and nine chapters to define the historical process
of cultural interactions and its impacts on Middle Easterners, exclu-
ding the preface and the conclusion as a common feature of the in-
tellectual works.

In the introduction, the author encounters the factors which ins-
pired him to write this book as his family background, educational
progress and professional career which should be handled generally
in the preface. According to this part of the book, Issawi “grew up
in a Westernized, Christian, Syrian' family, in the cosmopolitan, but
essentially Egyptian, city of Cairo”, was educated in British and
French schools in Cairo and Alexandria, then went to Oxford and fi-
nally served in the United Nations Secretariat in New York (p. 3).

This personal self-information seems correct but incomplete.
During his higher education in Magdalen College, Oxford, he studi-
ed politics, philosophy and economics in which he was specialized
and began a public career as the chief of research at the National
Bank of Egypt (1938-1943), then served briefly at the Arab Office
in Washington and also joined the United Nations’ Secretariat in the
Middle East Unit of the Department of Economic Affairs (1948-
1955).2 He began his teaching career in American University of Bei-
rut (1943-1947), then joined Columbia University in 1951 as Pro-
fessor of Economics and he moved to Princeton University in 1975
where he taught on Near Eastern Studies until 1986.}

The introduction of the book continues with brief content and
summary of each chapter facilitating the analytical framework by

1 “Assyrian” would be a better definition to describe author’s ethnicity.
2 http://www.princeton.edu/pr/news/00/q4/1210-issawi.html.
3 Ibid.
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giving an edge on a better understanding of the author’s main points
and in general on the reading of the book.

In the first chapter named as “The Clash of Cultures in the Near
East”, Issawi exposes the impacts of intercultural relations generally
transforming into conflicts. The author underlines the conflicts in
the Near East among Greek-Hellenic and Semitic cultures for 2000
years and also between FEuropean (mainly Anglo-Saxon and
French) and Arab-Islamic ones during the last two centuries as ci-
ted also in introduction. According to Issawi, the Greek-Hellenistic
culture, inherited later by Romans, had a very powerful influence in
this region for approximately a millennium beginning from Alexan-
der the Great to the Arab-Islamic expansions contributing to scien-
ce, medicine, literature, the plastic arts and various branches of
scholarship (p.7). However, despite these deep socio-cultural contri-
butions, the local peoples of the Near East have generally resisted
this cultural influence from the Greek-Hellenic civilization except
Syrians (p. 8).

This chapter mentions also the reaction of Jewish population to
the Greek-Hellenic influence in both ways referring to Arold Toyn-
bee’s terms: “Herodianism” and the “Zealotism” (p. 11). Herod,
the King of Judea, was an admirer of Greco-Roman culture and
“Herodianism” is then used to describe the typical conduits of local
elites fascinated by new cultural influence adopting its values, way
of thinking and institutions in order to modernize their own popula-
tions. Contrarily, “Zealotism”, represented first by Maccabees* in
history, is the typical reaction of a minor group among masses indif-
ferent and even disliked to the new culture preferring a fanatical and
militantly struggle to crash its influential and persuasive impacts. In
this perspective, Issawi describes Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk and
Shah Reza Pahlavi as “New-Herodians”, whilst Islamist funda-
mentalist groups are categorized as “New Zealots” of the Middle
East focusing on their reaction toward European cultural influence

4 A Jewish rebel militia organization revolted against Seleucid rule in Judea circa 160’s BC.



occurred especially since the 19th century in this region (p. 12). As
a felicitous remark, the author underlines the continuing struggle
between two reacting groups and abstains the final declaration of
the triumphant in the socio cultural “clash” between European secu-
lar and Arab-Islamic way of lives.

The second chapter named as “Empire Builders, Culture Makers
and Culture Imprinters” examines the main factors in the emergen-
ce of different cultural regions in which different languages and re-
ligions play a major part. According to the author, Chinese, Indian
(despite remarkable internal linguistic diversities), Anglo-Saxon,
Russian (excluding Caucasia and Central Asia), Latin American,
Latin European and Arab languages creates distinguishable cultural
zones in the World (p. 23).Issawi asks the reasons beyond the ex-
pansion of cultural influence by some empires such as Roman, Rus-
sian, Spanish and Arab (pp. 23-24). He then transposes differentiati-
ons between three notions: Empire Building, Culture Making and
Culture Imprinting. In the context of this chapter, it would be cited
that “empire builders” didn’t need to stand on a “culture making” or
“imprinting” in order to expand their influence but durable and wi-
despread political institutions (p. 4), in contrast, “culture makers”
were the creators of a “high culture” in form of religion, law, litera-
ture, music, natural and human sciences, visual arts (p. 26). The
“cultural imprinters” didn’t necessarily rely on imperial expansions
but they stamped their “high” and “popular” (food, dress, architec-
ture, way of life) cultures among local populace in a distinguished
zone. At the process of imprinted a culture in a region, religion and
language become the major instruments such in the case of Arabs,
Romans, Spaniards and Russians.

The third and fourth chapters named as “Shelly and the Near
East” and “Ibn Khaldun on Ancient History: A Study in Sources” fo-
cus on two important intellectuals of their time with very distingu-
ished historical period and socio-cultural background studying the
impacts of foreign culture: Percy Bysshe Shelly (1792-1822) and
IbnKhaldun (1332-14006).
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It seems that the author has selected Shelly because of his inte-
resting ways of thinking and living as an “archetype” for European
intellectual of his time. For instance, he was known as a vegetarian
and a strong feminist and advocated a non-violent political struggle
in favor of socialism known as “Chartist Movement” criticizing the
French Revolution for the “replacement of a tyranny by another
one” in the process (p. 45). Shelly mostly attracts the attention by
his “Philhellenic” stance and by this way his remarkable anti Otto-
man-Turkish opinions and sentiments in his lyrical poems despite
his personal sympathy towards Egyptians at that time (p. 47).

In his regard to Ibn Khaldun, Issawi tries to demonstrate the in-
tellectual evolution of this Arab-Tunisian historian citing his two
historiographical books: A Muquaddima and Al ’Ibar. Both of the-
se books relied mostly on the medieval history of Islamic states and
populations citing a correct but relatively brief history of pre-Isla-
mic civilizations in the Middle East. In spite of his satisfactory
knowledge on Greco-Roman civilizations, Judaism and Christia-
nity, IbnKhaldun preferred quasi-short explanations about them on
the cultural shaping of the Near East in 4/ Muquaddima.Al ‘Ibar
which is less popular than the first one, concerns more detailed in-
formation on both Hellenic and Roman cultural heritage in the Ne-
ar East but the author criticizes him to be confused on the history of
Spain (p. 61). According to the author, the detailed information in
the second book on pre-Islamic heritage depends on the abundance
of sources such as Roman-Byzantine historians (Orosius, Josippon,
Procopius, Psellus, Malalas, etc.), some Arabic historians (Ibn Al-
Amid and Al Mussabbihi) and finally Bishop Otto of Friesing of
German descent (pp. 62-72).

In the fifth and sixth chapters named as “The Ottoman Economic
Legacy” and “The Greeks in the Middle East”, the author aims the
observation of Ottoman Empire’s the socio-economical and socio-
cultural structures.

The fifth chapter discusses a critical stance on the functioning of
the Ottoman economical and bureaucratic institutions comparing



them with the European models at that time. As an adept scholar on
economics, Issawi observes in detail Ottoman empire’s main tech-
nological aspects (agriculture, mining, metallurgy, textiles, paper
and printing and also mechanical power) and its economic structu-
re (economic practice, statistics and policy of the Empire). Despite
the general ‘self-sufficient’ characteristic of the Ottoman economy
partly based on Islamic principles (wagqf system to replace corpora-
tions in Europe and the prohibition of riba®), Issawi underlines the
absence of modern banking system and corporations similar to Eu-
ropean model until the 19th century when some political, economic
and socio-cultural reforms debuted to be executed. The author cites
appropriately the economic policies of Young Turks (Unionists)
executed at the beginning of 20th century basing on economic nati-
onalism and the increase of state control on the economy inherited
and successfully ameliorated by Atatiirk’s reforms in 1920’s and
1930°s after the foundation of the Turkish Republic followed by
many Arabian states and Iran at that time (pp. 95-96).

The sixth chapter mentions the millet system executed by Otto-
man rulers applied to Greeks, Armenians and Jews with other non-
Muslim minorities positioning in this system. According to the aut-
hor’s detailed information which would be considered as histori-
cally accurate, Ottoman Greeks were highly urbanized and most ac-
tive group among millet entities (p. 102). They had also good trade
connections with Europeans (Venetians, French, Russians and Bri-
tish) and occupied serious posts in some bureaucratic institutions
(especially in the Foreign Ministry) thanks to their relatively higher
educational level and fluent speaking of French at the time. “In
1912, Greeks accounted for 52 percent of physicians, 52 percent
of architects, 49 percent of pharmacists, 37 percent of engineers
and 29 percent of lawyers” (p. 107). Besides Anatolia, Greek commu-
nity enjoyed similar commercial and professional positioning in other
parts of Middle East (especially in Iraq and Iran) except Egypt where

5 Mainly used instead of “interest” in Islamic literature despite reservation by so-
me Muslim theologians.
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this community hadn’t acquired a position to influence Egyptian po-
litics (p. 110).

The next two chapters focus on the encounter of two main Euro-
pean cultures (French and British) with the Middle Eastern one citing
not only the reaction towards these new foreign cultures in the Midd-
le East but also their internal rivalries in order to gain a preeminent
position both at regional and global scales.

The seventh chapter named as “The Costs of French Revolution”
discusses the demographic, economic and other casualties caused by
French Revolution and Napoleonic era as mentioned in introduction
part of the book (p. 5). Regarding to the demographic losses of the
French Revolution this reference committed to French historian Pier-
re Goubert by the author exposes clearly and dramatically the cons-
ternation of this époque: “Paris, where over 2,000 persons were gu-
illotined in 16 months. Of the 14,000 victims who have been fully
identified, less than 15 percent were nobles and clergymen and ne-
arly 60 percent workers and peasants. Adding the killings in
Vendée, the number of victims was well over a hundred thousand,
perhaps close to twice that figure” (p. 120). According to the author,
the true casualties of both Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars excee-
ded one million Frenchmen. The revolutionary terror caused not only
the loss of important scientists and intellectuals such as Lavoisier,
Condorcet, and Olympe de Gouges but also a very large number of
castles and churches were demolished under the Directory (1795-
1799) (p. 121). In the economic field, the Revolution had disastrous
effects on French economy. Because of the civil wars, confiscations
and currency depreciation business and trade collapsed and the new
régime lost some colonies such as Haiti to the British which declared
its supremacy on oversea trade over France (p. 124).

Despite all shrinking rates in demographics and economics com-
pared to the Ancien Régime observed in detail by the author, the Re-
volution succeeded to implant its sociopolitical reforms, normative
values and after a period of recovery which endured almost a century,
France began to expand its political, economic and cultural influence
in Middle East and other parts of the World.



In the eighth chapter named as “The Struggle for Linguistic He-
gemony, 1780-1980” the author compares the linguistic influence of
French and English at global scale. Beginning from the second part
of the 17th century, the French language began to expand its lingu-
istic influence thanks to the military supremacy of French Royal
Army and important artisans and thinkers such as Corneille, Raci-
ne, Moliere, La Fontaine, Descartes and Pascal (p. 135). The follo-
wing century has also been generous to French cultural contributi-
on in terms of the emergence of the Enlightenment thinkers: Voltai-
re, Rousseau, Diderot, Baron d’Holbach and other Encyclopédistes.
After the French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars, the French lan-
guage become widespread as spoken by elites in Balkans, Anatolia,
the Levant, Egypt Iran and even in Iraq which was under British
commercial influence (p. 137). However, the Industrial Revolution
occurred in late 1700’s and the amelioration of trade attached to this
revolution contributed to the scientific and technological advance of
the British Empire causing imperialistic expansion campaigns in
many parts of the World including the Middle East. Thus, French
began to lose its supremacy to the English in process. Especially af-
ter the emergence of United States as a new power in international
politics since the beginning of 20th century, becoming also a ‘super
power’ at the end of World War II, English became to be spoken mo-
re prevalently than French.

The last chapter named as “Change in Western Perceptions of the
Orient since the Eighteenth Century” examines the remarkable
change in Europeans’ perception of the Oriental civilizations betwe-
en 18th and 19th centuries. In the 18th century European thinkers
and artisans generally admired Oriental societies (especially Chine-
se and Indians). Contrarily, in the next century, they tended to con-
tempt them as the author indicates (p. 143). Issawi relates this chan-
ge of attitude of Europeans towards the “Easterners” to the econo-
mic growth and the technological advance after the Industrial Revo-
lution giving ad edge on main European powers’ military campaigns
in Asia and Africa (p. 145). According to the author, the European
standpoint toward Islam had been ambiguous in the historical pro-
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cess and spiritual, political and economic rivalries between the be-
lievers belonging to both religions continued. Apart this statement,
Issawi emphasizes that European powers considered Islam as “an
obstacle” to their imperialistic rules in the Middle East maintaining
the prejudice of “Islam’s opposition to all forms of progress” and
thus creating severe reactionary climate among Arab masses in the
Middle East emerged as radical Islamist movements towards Occi-
dentalism, secularism and modernization efforts.

Issawi’s Cross-Cultural Encounters and Conflicts was written fi-
ve years after the famous theory of “Clash of Civilizations” introdu-
ced by Samuel Huntington and thus it creates an appropriate sphere
of thinking and debate on the scientific validity of this theory taking
notice both modernization efforts by elites and harsh reactions to-
wards foreign cultural values observed in Arab-Islamic societies in
the Middle East in the historical process.

In this context, the observation of cultural interrelations and
conflicts in the Middle East would be considered as a popular and
recent topic since the emergence of the “Arab Spring” at the begin-
ning of this year expanding its political, sociological and ethno-cul-
tural impacts among many Middle Eastern societies. In brief, despi-
te some methodological differentiations from other books written in
form of a resultant of quasi-independent articles and a sense of ge-
neral disharmony between chapters, author’s detailed and generally
appropriate remarks and evaluations contribute on both thinking
and debating main factors on the internal and external dynamics
shaping sociopolitical and socio-cultural structures of the Arab-Isla-
mic universe.

Alp Yiice Kavas
Strategic Research Institute



THE YOUNG TURK LEGACY AND NATION BUILDING
Erik Jan Ziircher
Londra: I.B.Tauris & Co Ltd, 2010. 351 sayfa ISBN: 978-1848852723

Erik Jan Ziircher 12 yagindan itibaren 19’uncu yy.’da Osmanl
Imparatorlugu’nda bir Alman gezginini anlatan Kara Ben Nem-
si’nin maceralart ile biiylimiis, bu kitaplarda oldukca giiclii bir Tiirk
karsitlig1 olmasina ragmen. Osmanli hayrani olmustur.

Lisans egitimini Leiden Universitesi'nde Orta Dogu Caligmalart
programinda, yiiksek lisans 6grenimini ise Osmanli ve Tiirk tarihi
hakkinda yapmustir. Yiiksek lisans tez konusu Atatiirk’e suikast giri-
simi ve buna bagli olarak yapilan yargilamalar olmustur. Nijmegen
Universitesi'nde ders vermeye baglayan Erik Jan Ziircher takip
eden 15 yil igerisinde yiiksek lisans tezinin mantiksal uzanimlari
olan iki kitap yazmugtir. Bunlardan ilki Leiden’de 1984 yilinda sa-
vundugu ve aym zamanda doktora tezi olan Milli Miicadelede Itti-
hatcilik’dwr. (The Unionist Factor. The Role of the Committee of
Union and Progress in the Turkish National Movement
(1905-1926)). Bu ¢alisma Osmanli’nin son donemiyle, Cumhuriye-
tin ilk yillar1 arasida Jon Tiirk hareketinin devamliligini vargulamak-
tadur. Ikinci kitabr ise 1991°de ¢ikan Cumbhuriyetin Ilk Yillarinda Si-
vasal Muhalefet Terakkiperver Cumhuriyet Firkast (1924-1925),
(Political Opposition in the Early Turkish Republic. The Progressi-
ve Republican Party (1924-1925). Kitap 1926°da Ikinci Grubun
(Terakkiperver Cumhuriyet Firkasi) tasfiyesini ve 1924 yilinda Mus-
tafa Kemal’le yollarini ayiran milli direnisin eski liderlerini konu al-
maktadir.

Yazar, incelemesi yapilan bu kitabinda ise 30 yil icerisinde yapti-
&1 caligmalari yazdigi bazi ilging makaleleri bir araya getirmistir. Ki-
taptaki makalelerin biiyiik kismin1 daha dnce basilan fakat teminin-
de zorluk cekilen veya sadece Felemenkce ya da Tiirkge olarak ba-
silmig olan makaleler olusturmaktadir. Makalelerin bazilar yiizeysel
olarak, bazilar1 da ayrintili olarak, tekrar gézden gegirilmistir. Farkli
makalelerde yer alip cakisan konular miimkiin oldugu kadar ¢ikartil-
mig veya birka¢ makale bir araya getirilerek tek bir makale haline
doniigtiiriilmiistiir.
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Kitabin dili Ingilizcedir. Okunmasi ve anlagilmasi kolay bir kitaptur.
Bunda yazarin, ana dilinin Ingilizce olmamas1 nedeniyle, basit ciimle
yapilarmi kullanmasi ve kitabin konusunun Tiirk okuyucular i¢in yaban-
c1 olmamast etkilidir.

Kitap dort boliimden olugsmaktadir. Bu boliimler; “Literatiir ve Kay-
naklar”, “Imparatorlugun Son Dénemi”, “Biiyiik Savas” ve “Milli
Devlete Dogru”dur. Kitaptaki boliimler olusturulurken konu biitiinlii-
Siinilin yan sira mantiki bir kronolojik sira da saglanmaya caligilmugtir.

Yazar; kitabin baginda kitabi yazdigi kosullari, yapmig oldugu once-
ki caligmalar1, yaptig1 calismalarin okuyucularinda biraktigi izlenimleri
ortaya koyarak, daha kitab1 okumaya baglamadan kitapta yazilanlarin
dogrulugunu ispatlama gayretine girmistir. Zira Osmanlinin son déonemi
ve Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin ilk yillarini Jon Tiirkler baglaminda ele alan
kitap, bildigimiz tarih ile ¢elismektedir.

Kitapta Atatiirk’iin Nutuk eserinin Nutuk’un yazilmasi siireci hak-
kinda bilgi verilmektedir. Nutuk’un Mecliste ne zaman okundugunu,
okunmasinin ne kadar siirdiigiinii cok iyi bilen okuyucular genellikle
yazim siireci hakkinda bilgi sahibi degildir. Kisa, 6z ve anlagilir olarak
verilen bu bilgi, kitabin ¢ekiciligini arttirmaktadir. Kitabin farkli bolim-
lerinde verilen buna benzer bilgiler (halkevlerinin haftalik programi,
karsilagtirmali sayisal ekonomik veriler vb.) kitabin ayrmtili ve tutarli bir
caligma oldugunu gosterme gayretindedir. Benzer sekilde, Jon Tiirkle-
rin fikir ve siyasi tercihlerinin kaynagini anlamak icin onlarin kisisel ta-
rihlerini bilmek gerektigi yoniindeki diisiinceden hareketle s6z konusu
kisilerin memleketleri, baba meslekleri, bitirdikleri okullar gibi bilgile-
rin analizi yapilarak kitapta ortaya atilan fikirler desteklenmistir.

Yazar, genel kabul gormiis olanindan 6nemli derecede farkli olan bir
erken 20°nci yy. Tiirk tarihi ortaya koyma cabasindadir. Ancak caligma-
larimin 6zellikle ilk yillarinda 6nemli 6l¢iide gorgii taniklarinin ifadeleri-
ne (hatirat) bagl kalmus, birinci derece kaynaklari kullanmamustir. Yaza-
ra gore bunun nedeni, Tiirk devlet arsivlerinin caligmanin yapildigi ta-
rihlerde ulagilmaz olmasidir.

Yazar, caligmalarinda kullandig1 hatiratlarin demokrasiye gecilerek
sanstiriin kaldirildigr 1950 ve 1960’11 yillarda ¢ok sayida basilmig olma-



sma ragmen 1922-1927 yillar arasinda Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk tarafin-
dan ortaya konan tarih anlayisini degistiremedigini vurgulamaktadir.
Bunun nedenini ise sansiiriin ve tek parti iktidarinin hiikiim siirdiigii yil-
larin ortak bir tarih anlayisi olugturmak icin kullanilmig olmasi ve mu-
halefetin degisik vasitalarla susturulmus olmasina baglamaktadir.

Yazar, J6n Tiirklerin Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nu bir arada tutma gay-
retlerini, Padisahin Osmanlinin zayiflamasina engel olamamasina karst,
Miisliiman halkin bir tepkisi olarak gérmektedir.

Yazar akil almaz zorluklar icinde Ingilizleri dort defa yenen Osman-
It Ordusunun I. Diinya Savagi’n1 yeni bir Tiirk Devleti kurmak i¢in de-
gil, Imparatorluk ve Islam icin yaptigin ifade etmektedir. Milleti her za-
man ortak bir gecmis degil, bazen de paylasilan bir sessizlik olusturur
demektedir.

Yazar, yeni Cumhuriyetin kurulmasi ile sona eren I. Diinya Savasi
ve Kurtulug Savasi’ndan sonra gencg lilkede yagsananlari da paradoks
olarak tanimlamugtir. Yeni devlet ve mevcut liderler, askeri ve biirokra-
tik yap1 Osmanli’nin devamuidir. Bunun yaninda ,politikacilar ve elitler
kendilerini farkli tanimlamaktadir. Bunlar kendilerini Tiirk olarak adlan-
dirmakta ve Tiirkliigii yeni milli devletin temeli olarak gormektedir. Ya-
zara gore bu yeni kimlik dil, din gibi farkliliklar yok sayilarak topluma
yavag yavas empoze edilmistir.

Kitapta ayrica Cumhuriyetin kurulusunun 15’inci yilinda merkezde
gerceklestirilen devrimlerin tagradaki yansimalarini gostermek maksa-
diyla Robert Anhegger, Andreas Tietze ve Lilo Linke nin Anadolu’da
gerceklestirdigi yolculuklarla ilgili gbzlemlere yer vermistir.

Sonug olarak kitap, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun son dénemi ile
Cumhuriyeti’nin ilk yillarin farkli bir bakis acisi ile ele almaktadir. Ki-
tabin, tarih aragtirmacilari i¢in yeni ¢aligma konular1 ortaya koyabilece-
§i, Tirk okuyucular icin ise ilgi ¢ekici ve siiriikleyici bir eser oldugu
degerlendirilmektedir.

Nuh Bayazit
Stratejik Arastirmalar Enstitiisii
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HOW THE WEST WAS LOST: FIFTY YEARS OF
ECONOMIC FOLLY—AND THE STARK CHOICES AHEAD

Dambisa Moyo

New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2011, 226 pp.

ISBN 978-0-374-17325-8.

“This is the best of times, this is the worst of times”. Nothing can
be more appropriate to describe the post-2008 world than these
words from Charles Dickens’s “4 Tale of Two Cities”. While the
West, led by the US and Europe, is undergoing a rocky time of cri-
sis in its economy, the Rest, represented by China, is enjoying a
prosperous time of growth in both economic power and confidence.
Given that China was far from being a global super power 20 years
ago, the contrasting scenarios between the current Western world
and the Rest of the world is like a myth that has been drawing the
attention of observers from various backdrops. Born in Zambia, but
educated as an economist at Harvard and Oxford, Dambisa Moyo’s
provocatively- entitled book “How the West was Lost: Fifty Years of
Economic Folly and the Stark Choices Ahead” surely stands out as
one of the most notable books dealing with the ongoing global geo-
economical and geo-political power shifts.

Unlike Martin Jacques who looks to China’s ascendancy to un-
derstand the process of power transition in his equally eye-catching
book “When China Rules the World: the Rise of the Middle King-
dom and the End of the Western World”, Moyo turns her eyes on the
West itself to explain the tipping of the economic see-saw from the
West to the Rising Rest, in particular so called the BRICs, arguing
that it is the fundamentally flawed economic policies that is eroding
the once substantial advantage of the West.

As is indicated from the title, the book is divided into two parts.
The first part takes a full account of the past fifty years of economic
folly that has brought the West in to the situation it is facing today.
From the perspective of an economist, Moyo frames her analysis on
the basis of growth theory which treats capital, labor and technology
as its three pillars. One by one, she examines these three key ingre-
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dients in terms of quantity and quality with a view to illustrating
how public policies have weakened the three components and thus
contributed to the decline of the West.

Starting with capital, Moyo argues that across the West capital is
being misallocated and squandered to which three factors are res-
ponsible: government-sponsored policy in the form of subsidies and
guarantees has eroded the checks and balances between debt and
equity holders; the misguided belief that asset prices would only go
up; the culture of debt that fosters a breakdown of the lender-lende-
e relationship. To demonstrate this, the housing market is taken as
an example where the US government’s well intended policy of
“homeownership for all” has driven people to overinvest in the non-
productive housing assets, causing misallocation of capital, excessi-
ve leverages and finally the 2008 financial turmoil.

Moyo goes on to point out three ways through which labor is mi-
sallocated to its detriment in the industrialized West: the introducti-
on of pension plans by postwar governments has hidden the cost of
labor which is besetting the West now; the broad societal shift to fa-
vor the service sector over the productive industry has created a
mispricing of labor that drives people to fix their eyes on highly-pa-
id nonproductive areas (sportsman, Hollywood actors) rather than
those with broader social gains (engineering, doctors, teachers); the
tightening of visa policies has made it more difficult for the West to
take advantage of the global pool of talent. Again, the author builds
on evidences to illustrate that quantitatively the West is losing hand
due to a lower birthrate and aging population, and qualitatively the
West’s growing number of unskilled, unemployed and disaffected
population is threatening its wealth and economic stature.

Followed is Moyo’s elaboration on how technological monopoly
the West once enjoyed is now being breached by the emerging co-
untries (in particular China and India) through industrial espionage,
technology transfer or increasing investment in Research & Deve-
lopment. She thinks that there is a lack of investment in technologi-
cal innovation in the West and controversially maintains that the



West is generously giving away to the Rest its intellectual property
for which it should have bargained.

The second part of the book looks into the present with some
possible choices for the future of the West. By cherry-picking a se-
ries of facts, ranging from the America’s deteriorating infrastructu-
re to China’s legendary infrastructure construction, Moyo provides
the reader with a picture in which the liberal capitalism in the West
is on the decline, whereas the state-led capitalism in the Rest is in
the ascendant. And to shed light on this new transference of econo-
mic power to which she equates the shift from Great Britain to the
USA after WWII, the author teaches us a simple yet fundamental
formula to calculate GDP: Y=C+I+G+(X-M)., on any of these as-
pects, being it consumption (C), investment (I), government fiscal
position (G) or trade balance (X-M), China has over the years been
performing better than the US in her analysis.

Finally the book is boldly concluded with some stark options:
that is for America to fight fire with fire, to focus on more on pro-
ductive investment, to implement crucial policies that will reverse
the earlier misallocation of resources in capital, labor and techno-
logy. A more radical way for American to fight back, she argues, is
to pursue a brinkmanship policy, namely, to retreat to protectionism
and default governmental debt so that the US could wipe its slate
clean and redress its financial statement.

For sure, Moyo has done an admirable job in the sense that she
managed to handle such a grandiose issue in an easily-understan-
dable way, which may be one of the reasons that this book became
a New York Times best-seller. At a time when Western economy is
sick, it is wise and laudable for Moyo to come up with her diagno-
sis as an economist. And on the macro-level, the author has indeed
grasped the fundamental trends of global economy and enriches our
understanding of the challenges of Western economies. The book is
also well-structured by breaking down the analysis into the three
pillars of growth theory.

Nevertheless, when it comes to the micro-level, Moyo tends to to-
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uch upon many specific issues without very convincing explanation.
This is especially true in her discourse on China, no matter it is abo-
ut capital, labor, education or technological innovation. Using the sa-
me logic in her examination of the three elements of Western econo-
mies, it is easy to come up with some counter-arguments to her one-
sided interpretation of China’s performance. On capital market, whi-
le China’s abundant surplus money is seeking footholds in housing
market or foreign debts, many private sectors are retreating because
of money shortage, which is an obvious sign of capital misallocation,
arguably a more serious and detrimental one than the West in the long
run. On the labor issue, China is also facing an aging population
which is exacerbated by the one-child policy. Meanwhile, China’s
comparative advantage in providing cheap labor is also being encro-
ached with the rise of its labor cost which may lead to a rebalance of
global division of labor. In the field of education, Moyo seems to
exaggerate China’s success and America’s failure, as her evidence for
this is the number of graduates produced in science and engineering,
inclusive of the growing input of Chinese education budget. Perhaps,
she is right in proposing that “there is an important, positive and
strong link between the production of scientists, technicians and en-
gineers in a country and its level of economic growth and develop-
ment”.! This noted, it is never more natural that China is producing
fourteen times as many engineers as Britain in a stage of economic in-
dustrialization and modernization. Even if China catches up in quan-
tity which is relatively easy to achieve, its educational system still ha-
ve a long way to go in view of improving its quality of degree and ef-
ficiency of management. Therefore, it is unjustifiable to say “the US
has lost its lead in education” when China is still seeking an answer
to its famous scientist Qian Xuesen’s question: “Why do our schools
always fail to nurture outstanding talents”

In fact, Moyo’s obsession with GDP (or to be precise, the quan-

1 Dambisa Moyo, How the West was Lost: Fifty Years of Economic Folly and the Stark Choi-
ces Ahead, p.87.



tity of GDP) in defining a country’s success or failure makes she so-
mewhat blinded by China’s growth, overlooking the qualitative di-
mension of China’s rise. In any case, China’s averaged 10 percent
annual GDP growth over the years has been astonishing. Yet a clo-
ser look at the quality of China’s economy will show that behind
China’s impressive economic growth are high pollution, high ener-
gy consumption and low added value. If we perceive China’s power
from the view of civil society, China is even seen as an uncertain gi-
ant facing with multiple domestic challenges deeply rooted in its so-
cial system. Moyo has a point in say that “through political strong-
arm tactics and apparatus, developing countries can and do make
the harder, tougher decisions, and have the authority to implement
them in a less time than their Western counterparts”,? but she does
not say a word about the corruption and cronyism in this kind of sta-
te-led capitalism which may be good at building infrastructure but
not so good at innovation. Actually, in a newly-published report the
Chinese government has realized that “after 30 years of rapid
growth, China has reached another turning point in its development
path, one that calls for a second strategic, and no less fundamental
shift”.> This means that China’s current economic growth model
which has served it so well in the past decades is unsustainable and
China has to restructure its economy to balance the government’s
role in view of curbing state industry and strengthening market-ba-
sed economy.

Besides, Moyo tends to interpret the transition of economic po-
wer from a mercantilist perspective of a zero-sum game in which
the West is losing while the Rest is gaining a wining hand. As she
put it, “we can’t all be winners”, “economics is one sort of warfare,
one country seeking dominance over another”. Such rhetoric of
competition, domination, counter-attack, tit-for-tat are seen throug-

2 Dambisa Moyo, How the West was Lost: Fifty Years of Economic Folly and the Stark Choi-
ces Ahead, p.171.

3 “China 2030: Building a Modern, Harmonious and Creative High-Income Society”,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/2012/02/27/china-2030-executive-summary.
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hout the whole book, leading to a “nuclear option” suggested at the
end. It is reasonable for the West to be upset in times of crisis, but a
cold-minded idea of protectionism would go too far in light of the
growing economical interdependence between US and China.

In summary, the West headed by the United States is lost, yes but
only relatively; the future is China’s, no in terms of productivity, in-
novativeness and efficiency. Historically, China does indeed have
recovered three times from its physical decline, so there are salient
grounds for the re-emergence of China this time. However, the issu-
e here is that the rise of China will be globally rather than regionally,
and fundamentally is that China has to dealt with its severe domes-
tic issues prior to its surpassing the West.

Yan Shaohua, PH.D. Candidate
Europe Study Programme
The University of Hong Kong



INSANI, DUNYAYI VE TERORIZMIi ANLAMAK
Ercan Citlioglu
Istanbul: Destek Yayinlari, 2011. 276 sayfa, ISBN: 9786054455805.

Bu kitap, yazarin terdrizm {izerine yaptig1 aragtirma ve inceleme-
lerin, birinci baskist 2005 yilinda yaymlanmis olan “Gri Tehdit, Te-
rorizm” adli eserinin devamu niteligindedir. Kitapta, kiiresel bir teh-
dit olarak terdrizm, terérizmin gelecekteki yapist ve eylem bicimle-
ri, kiiresellesme ve terdrizm arasindaki organik ve psikolojik iligki-
ler, terérizmin ¢esitleri, toplumsal etkilesimleri, intihar eylem ve
eylemcileri, adanmiglik duygusunun kokenleri, terérizmin onlene-
bilmesi ve engellenmesinin olas1 bulunup bulunmadigi, ¢6ziim ve
oneriler konular1 degerlendirilmektedir. Bu baglamda yazar, alisil-
migin digina ¢ikarak , terérizmle ilgili analizlerini ‘sonu¢ odakli’ de-
gil, ‘neden odakli’ olarak yapmaktadir.

Kitapta internet basta olmak {iizere, konu ve kavramlarla ilgili
yerli ve yabanci kitaplar ve makaleler kaynak olarak kullanilmistir.

Kitabin dili anlasilirdir. Zaten yazar da gerekli gordiigii yerlerde
dipnot aciklamalar1 ve sekillerle bunu pekistirmistir. Béliimler arasi
gecis ve boliim uzunluklart makul diizeydedir. Lakin climleler gere-
ginden fazla uzundur. Kitab1 terdrizm, terdrizmin kiiresellesmeyle
iligkisi, terdrizm ve insan olarak ii¢ ana boliimde ele almak miim-
kiindiir.

Birinci boliimde ter6rizmin ne zaman yagamin bir pargasi oldu-
gu belirtilmigtir. Anarsizmin, kiiresel adiyla terérizmin, baglangici
Soguk Savag donemine denk gelmektedir. Soguk Savagla birlikte
kutuplagan diinyada yeseren veya yesertilen Marksist kimlikli ide-
olojik orgiitler, giiniimiizde radikal dinci ve etnik ayrilik¢1 orgiitlere
doniigsmiistiir.

Ayrica, Birinci ve Ikinci Diinya Savaglarindan sonra somiirgeci-
ligin sonlanmasina eslik eden, sosyo-politik ve sosyo-ekonomik ge-
lismelerin dogru okunmadig: i¢in ortaya ¢ikan yeni sorunlarin arta-
rak giinlimiizde yaganan olumsuzluklara zemin hazirladig: iizerinde
de durulmugtur. Burada yazar, somiirgeciligi Bati kaynakli gbren zi-
hinlerin, evrensel degerler olan demokrasi, bireysel hak ve 6zgiir-
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likkleri Bat1 ile 6zdestirdikleri i¢in 6ziimsemediklerini hatta bir sal-
dir1 araci olarak gordiiklerini degerlendirmisgtir. Bu yiizden kimi top-
lumlar ice kapanarak dinci koktencilik noktasina, kimi toplumlar da
Bati ile hesaplasma ve 6desme noktasina gelmistir.

Bu siirecte, konumlar1 ve haklarim esit ya da yeterli bulmayan,
baski ve dayatmalara maruz kaldiklarini diigiinen kimi dini ve etnik
topluluklar, gerek varliklarin siirdiirme gerekse amaclarina ulagsma
ve sonug elde etmek icin ‘Ortiilii siddeti’ yani terdrizmi yeni bir sa-
vas yontemi olarak kesfetmislerdir.

Gecmiste yasanan kotii hatiralar ile Batinin giiclii konumu birle-
serek, genel bir ‘Gteki’ algisi olusturmustur. Bu algilamanin da kok-
tencilik ve ter6rizmin giderek yayginlasmasina katkilari yeterince
anlasilamamis ya da goz ardi edilmistir.

Yazar ayrica terorizme iligkin ortak ve genel anlamda kabul go-
ren bir tanima ulasilamamasinin siyasi plandaki nedenlerinin digin-
da, bu alanda ¢alisan arastirmacilarin terérizmin kokeni, gerekgele-
ri, tilirleri, teror orgiitlerinin ¢esitliligine neden olan moral etmenler
arasindaki farkliliklarin ve benzerliklerin neler oldugu gibi sorunun
coziimlenmesine yonelik temel sorulara yanit iiretememis olmalari-
na baglamaktadir.

Ikinci boliimde, yazarin kitabmin genel kuramini da olusturan te-
rorizmin kiiresellesmeyle iligkisi ele alinmistir. Yazara gore kiiresel-
lesmenin, terdrizmi de kiiresellestirdigi yanilgisina dayali yapilan
analizler, ter6rizm ile nedenleri arasinda deterministik iligkiler ku-
rulmasim giiglestirmistir.

Ayrica yazar, 11 Eyliil eylemiyle birlikte yeni bir olgu olarak al-
gilanan ‘Kiiresel Terorizm’ kavrami iizerinde durmustur. Yani ‘Tero-
rizm’ kavrami bir milat olarak kabul edilen 11 Eyliil saldirilartyla m1
kiiresel bir kimlik kazandi yoksa kiiresel diizlemde zaten hep vardi
da o giine degin iizerinde ayrica durulmasini gerektiren nedenlerle
tanimlamaya mi1 gerek duyulmadi sorularina cevap aramistir. Yazara
gore de, 11 Eyliil saldirist; planlama, yontem ve sonuglart itibari ile
‘eylemsel temelde bir milat’ olmakla birlikte ‘Kiiresel Terdrizm’ in
milad1 degildir. Ciinkii ter6rizm, gerek orgiitsel gerekse eylemsel te-



mellerde 11 Eyliil 2001 tarihinden ¢ok daha 6nceleri de kiiresel diiz-
lemde vardi.

Bu baglamda, ABD’nin kendi evinde ugradig1 teror saldirisi; he-
defin deniz asirt olusu, planlamalarin birden fazla iilkede yapilmis
olmasi, eyleme katilanlarin ve kurbanlarin milliyetlerindeki cesitli-
lik, terérizmin kiiresel kimligine gerekge olarak gosterilmistir. Fa-
kat yazar bu goriiglerin yanligligin1 verdigi orneklerle gozler oniine
sermistir. Ornegin, 1915-1918 yillar1 arasinda, Ermenilere karsi uy-
gulandigi iddia edilen soykirimin intikamini almak iizere kuruldugu
aciklanan ASALA ve JCAG’nin, 1975-1986 yillar1 arasinda beg ki-
tada 22 iilkede yaklasik 700 eylem gerceklestirerek 39’u Tiirk, di-
gerleri ¢esitli milletlere mensup 72 kiginin 6ldiiriilmesi ile sonugla-
nan eylemlerinin ter6rizmin kiiresel kimliginin ¢ok a¢ik bir kaniti ol-
mast gerekir.

Sonug olarak, 11 Eyliil i, kiiresel terérizmin bagladig1 giin olarak
degil, kiiresel diizlemde uzun yillardir var olan terérizmin ulastigi
son nokta olarak degerlendirmek gerekir. Bu noktanin bundan son-
ra yasanmasi kaginilmaz doniisiim ve agsamalarin bir baglangici ola-
rak ele alinmasi ve miicadele yontemlerinin gelistirilmesinde ¢ok
daha gercgekg¢i bir yol actig1 ortadadir.

Uciincii ve son boliimde, terdrizm ve insan unsuru iizerinde du-
rulmustur. Yazar, ter6rizm ve terorizmle miicadelenin gerek eylem-
ci gerek miicadele edenler gerekse kurbanlar olarak her evresi ve
asamasinda yer alan ‘insan unsurunu’ anlamadan ve ¢6zmeden ger-
¢eklere ulasmanin miimkiin olamayacagindan bahsetmistir.

Kitapta bu konuda dikkat ¢ceken hususlardan biri de etnik ve di-
ni kokenli teror orgiitlerine mensup kisilerin profillerinin birbirin-
den cogu yerde farkli oldugudur. Ornegin, El Kaide 6rgiitiiniin iiye
profili, orgiitiin kendisi ve lideri gibi bir sira disilig1 yansitmaktadir.
Orgiit sevecen bir aileye mensup, yiiksek 6grenim gormiis, evli, isi
olan, su¢ gecmisi, kisilik bozuklugu bulunmayan, dini egitim alma-
muis kisilerden olusmaktadir. Cok biiyiik bir cogunlugu olusturan bu
kisilerin, nasil radikal dinci bir orgiitiin aktif ve aksiyoner mensup-
laria doniistiigii ve intihar eylemlerinde bulundugu derinlemesine
irdelenmeyi gerektirecek 6nemdedir.
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El Kaide’nin iiye profili ile Tiirkiye’de ve iran’da faaliyet goste-
ren PKK ve PJAK 1 iiye profilleri karsilastirildiginda farkliliklar g6-
ze carpmaktadir. PKK terdr orgiitiine mensup kisilerin egitim dii-
zeyleri diisiik, cogu issiz ve ¢ok cocuklu ailelerden gelmektedir.

Bu iki 6rgiitiin benzer yanlarinin tiye devsirme konusunda oldu-
gu goriilmektedir. Etnik milliyet¢i ya da dini referans alan orgiitler
iye devsirmede, yakin cevre iligkilerine oncelik ve dnem vermekte-
dirler. Uye profilleri, katitlimm agirlikla gerceklestigi yer ve cevreler
genis anlamda degerlendirilerek analiz edildiginde neden odakli
miicadelenin yogunlastirilmasi gereken alanlar ortaya ¢cikmaktadir.

Yazar terorizmi, terdrizmin kiiresellesmeyle iligkisini ve tero-
rizmdeki insan unsurunu sonu¢ odakli degil, neden odakli degerlen-
dirmis. Bu konuda yapilan genellemelerin ve aragtirmalarin yanlig
ya da eksik oldugu noktalar1 belirtmistir. Uzerinde ¢ok fazla durul-
mayan konularin énemini vurgulamigtir.

Ozii itibari ile terdrizm ile ilgili soruna genis bir cercevede baki-
lan, iyi bir kaynak taramasi ve diisiincenin yansitildig1 kitabin, litera-
tiire katki saglayacagi degerlendirilmektedir.

Funda Ince
Stratejik Arastirmalar Enstitiisii



OSMANLI KLASIK CACINDA SAVAS
Feridun M. Emecen
Istanbul: Timas Yayinlari, 2010. 318 sayfa, ISBN: 9786051141817.

Prof. Dr. Feridun Emecen’in kaleme aldig1 ve bir onceki kitabi
“Osmanli Klasik Caginda Siyaset” isimli eserin devami niteligini ta-
styan “Osmanli Klasik Caginda Savas”, 2010 Subat aymda negredil-
mistir. Yazar, bircok yerde yayimlanan makalelerini biraraya topla-
yip gorsel malzemelerle destekleyerek kitap haline getirmistir. Yak-
lasik 320 sayfadan olugan eser, Timas Yaymlarmdan ¢ikmugtir.

“Osmanl1 Klasik Caginda Savag” isimli eserde; genel olarak Os-
manlimin kurulus tarihinden itibaren 17. yiizyilin sonlarina kadar
olan klasik cagda, Osmanl Devleti’nin savaglarda uyguladigi muha-
rebe taktikleri, stratejileri anlatilmis ve bunun yaninda barutun kes-
fiyle beraber atesli silahlarin 6nem kazandigi cagda Osmanlinin, Av-
rupa ile mukayeseli olarak bu teknolojiyi nasil kullandig1 konu edi-
nilmigtir. Yazar; muhtelif zamanlarda kaleme aldig1 bu makalelerini
“Taktikler ve Atesli Silahlar” ve “Savaglar” olmak tlizere iki ana
baglik altinda toplamistir. Birinci kisimda; atesli silahlarin kullanil-
maya baglandig1 ve askeri doniigiimiin yasandigi donemde Osmanli
askeri taktik ve stratejilerinin nasil bir evrim siireci gecirdigi, bu
ategli silahlarin Osmanli’da ne derecede ustalikla kullanildigi ve bu-
nun yaninda Avrupa’da yasanan “askeri devrim”in Osmanli’daki
yansimalari, karsilagtirmali analizlerle yazili belgeler referans goste-
rilerek tartigtlmugtir. Ikinci kisimda ise; yazarm birinci kistmda bah-
settigi teorik yaklasimlarin, Osmanlinin klasik doneme ait yaptigi
onemli savaslarda ne derece karsilik buldugundan bahsedilmistir:
Kosova savaglari, Nigbolu Savagsi, Mericdabik savasi, Ridaniye Sa-
vasl, Moha¢ Meydan Muharebesi vs. Burada savaglarin sebep-sonug
iligkisinden ziyade bu savaglarda ategli silahlarin nasil kullanildigi
ve buna bagl olarak gelistirilen savag taktikleri iizerinde agirlikli
olarak durulmugtur.

Kitabin muhtevasina dair degerlendirmelerimize gelirsek; 6nséz
mahiyetinde hazirladig1 giris yazisinda yazar, okuyucuya kitabin ge-
nel hatlarina dair bilgiler vermesinin yaninda ‘savas’ olgusunun na-
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sil anlagilmasi gerektigine dair bir kisim kabul ettigi fikirleri okuyu-
cuya aktarir. Yazarin hangi paradigmalara dayanarak kitab1 olustur-
dugunu anlama agisindan bu kisimlar 6nem arz etmektedir. Yazar;
savaglar giiniimiiz sartlarinda insani degerler acgisindan kotii bir gey
olarak degerlendirilmesinin, tarihin sosyal ve siyasi olgularini etraf-
lica anlamay1 problem haline getirecegini vurgular'. Aslinda tek
climle ile diizeltmeye calisti§1 bu ironi, tarih¢ilerin ve sosyologlarin
yiizyillardir sorguladigi bir problemdir. Savag, temelinde insanlik var
oldugu giinden bu yana yasayan ve yasatilan bir olgudur. Ciinkii in-
san, dogas! geregi miicadele ve rekabet hisleri ile donatilmistir. Insa-
nin bu dzelliginden dolayi, savasg ile toplumlari tarihte ve gilinlimiiz-
de birbirinden tefrik edebilmek olduk¢a zordur. Yazar yine savasla
ilgili; teknolojik gelismelerin ve yeniliklerin ortaya ¢ikisinda savag-
larin en 6nemli faktor oldugunu belirtmesi’, yerinde bir tesbit ol-
mustur. Aslinda burada yazar okuyucuya dolayl olarak: Savaslar ol-
masaydi teknoloji bu kadar ilerleyebilir miydi? sorusunu yoneltmis-
tir. Yazar ‘savag’ ve ‘siyaset’ kavramlarini birbirinin tamamlayicisi
olarak goriir ve birinin bittigi yerde digerinin basladigini savunur.
Siyaseti “kansiz bir savas” olarak degerlendiren yazar bu baglamda
kitabmni bundan 6nce yazdigi “Osmanli Klasik Caginda Siyaset” in
devami ve tamamlayicisi olarak goriir.

Kitabin “Taktikler ve Ategli Silahlar” boliimiindeki ilk makalede,
Osmanlinin 14. yiizyildaki savas taktiklerinden bahsedilmisgtir. “Os-
manli Beyligi'nin kurulug agamasinda basit bir konar-gdocer/gdcebe
bir topluluk olarak algilmak dogru bir yaklagim olmaz’” tespitinde bu-
lunan yazar; Osmanli ordusunun, piyade ve agirlikli olarak stivariler-
den olugan son derece taktiksel donanimli ve bozkir toplumu olmanin
avantajlarini cok iyi kullanabilen askerlerden olustugunu, Osmanlinin
ilk donemlerde yaptig1 savaglari 6rnek gostererek agiklar. Bu donem-
de Osmanlilarin temel savag taktikleri, akinci birlikleri ile diismana
pusu kurup onlar1 yipratmak ve sahte ricatlarla hizli dogal savunma
sartlarin1 saglayan arazilere cekilmek oldugunu séyleyebiliriz.

(1) Feridun Emecen, Osmanl Klasik Caginda Savas, 2010, s.7
2)Age.,s.7



Yine ayni boliimde yer alan bir diger makalede; askeri tarih ala-
ninda 6nemli bir tartisma olan “askeri devrim” konusu irdelenmis
ve bu “askeri devrim”in baslangi¢ siirecinde Osmanli-Avrupa ve
Osmanli-Ortadogu etkilesimleri ele alinmistir. Yazar; burada “aske-
ri devrim”in taktiksel cesitlilik anlamindaki yenilikler kismini eksik
birakmis, bundan ziyade “askeri devrim”i atesli silahlarin ortaya ¢i-
kis1 ve bunlarin yaygin olarak nasil kullanilmaya baglandigi ¢erceve-
sinde ele almigtir. Osmanli bu dénemde Batinin askeri teknolojisini
almakla kalmamigs bunu gelistirmig ve lojistik giiciinii de kullanarak
bu anlamda Avrupa’ya karsi iistiinliik saglamistir. Askeri gelismeler-
de 17. yiizyilin sonlarina kadar Osmanli, Bati ile es zamanli olarak
hareket etmig hatta bir donemden sonra Bati’ya kars1 agik bir {istiin-
likk kurmustur.

Osmanlida top ve tiifek kullanimi Bati ile beraber baglamasina
ragmen Avrupa, atesli silahlar1 6zellikle tiifekleri hemen benimse-
memig fakat Osmanli Devleti bu silahlara hemen ayak uydurmustur.
Bunun en bariz 6rnegi; Batida asilzade ve sovalyeler tiife§i 6nem-
semezken, Osmanli ordusunun en énemli birligi sayilan yenigerile-
rin 6nemli bir boliimiiniin tiifek¢ilerden olugsmug olmasidir.* Osman-
I1 ordusu; tiifeklerin ates giiciinden ziyade ¢ikardiklari siddetli giiriil-
tiiniin psikolojik iistiinliigiinden faydalanir. Yazar bu yargisini, Mac-
hiavelli’den alint1 yaparak desteklemistir:”Biiylik Tiirk(Yavuz Sul-
tan Selim) Iran Sahin1 ve Suriye sultanin1 mukahillerin giiriiltiisiiyle
sagkina ¢cevirmis ve boylece diisman ordularini dagitmistir. Mukahil-
lerin ¢ikardigi o alisilmadik sesler karsi tarafin atlarini piiskiirtmiis ve
bu sekilde Biiyiik Tiirk kolay bir galibiyet elde etmistir.”” Tam bu
noktada ortaya ¢ikan bir tartisma da o donemde tiifeklerin savaglar-
da kullanilmasina sebep; bunlarin ateg giicii mii, yoksa ¢ikardiklari
moral bozucu giiriiltii mii ikilemidir. Ayrica bu silahlarm kullaniima-
st esnasinda karsilagilan zorluklar g6z oniine alindigr zaman ok ve
yayin tiifege gore daha avantajli olup olmadigi tartismali bir konudur.

3Age.,s. 16
4Age.,s. 38
S5Age.,s.37
6Age.,s. 47
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Iki savas aletinin de kendilerine gore avantajli ve dezavantajli yanlari
vardir. Bunun en basit 6rnegi; ok ve yay, tiifege gore daha tesirli etki
biraktig1 halde okun kullanimi tecriibe gerektiren bir is oldugundan ok-
cularin uzun bir siire bu igin egitimini gérmesi gereklidir. Tiifeklerde
ise islem basittir ve tecriibe gerektirmez, birkag aylik bir egitim sonun-
da her asker bu silahlar1 etkili bir bicimde kullanabilir.

Bir bagka makalede yazar, Avrupa’nin tarafli bakis acisina sahip
kaynaklarinin karsisina Evliya Celebi’nin Seyahatnamesini sahneye ¢i1-
karmustir ki bu yazarin kitapta orjinalitesini ortaya koyan bir husus ol-
mustur. Seyahatnamenin i¢inden donemin siyasi olaylarini ve savasla-
rint ¢ekip alan yazar, Evliya Celebi’nin goziinden askeri doniisiimiin
nasil yasandiginin resmini ortaya koymustur.

Kitabin en 6nemli kismini olugturan Osmanli-Memliik iligkileri ile
Mercidabik ve Ridaniye savaslari, Osmanlilarin ve Memliiklerin ategli
silahlar1 kullanmadaki tavirlariin ve anlayiglarinin mukayesesi ve buna
bagli olarak Islam diinyasindaki “askeri devrim”e kars1 duyulan ilginin
veya ilgisizligin mahiyetini anlama acisidan oldukca dnemlidir. Mem-
liikler atesli silahlar1 Osmanli ile ayni1 zamanda tecriibe etmemislerdir.
Bu onlarin askeri gelismeye karsi olduklarindan degil cografik konum-
lar1 geregi bu silahlara ihtiyag duymamaliridir. Memliikler, Portekizli-
lerin ortaya cikisina kadar bu atesli silahlar1 kullanma geregi hissetme-
mislerdi.” Fakat Osmanlilar siirekli Avrupa ile savag halinde oldukla-
rindan onlarin atesli silahlar1 kullanmalar1 aslinda bir nevi zorunluydu.
Osmanlida bunun 6nemini fark etmis, silah teknolojisini Avrupa’dan
transfer ederek bu silahlar1 gelistirme firsatt bulmuglardir. Osmanli, bu
teknolojik iistiinliigiinii Mercidabik ve Ridaniye savaglarinda Memliik-
lere kars1 kullanmig ve onlar1 agir bir maglubiyete ugratmistir. Aslinda
isin ilging tarafi bu savaglarda Memliikler, top ve tiifege sahiplerdir fa-
kat bunlar1 kullanma becerisi gosteremediklerinden karsi tarafla denge
kuramamig ve yenilmiglerdir. Onlar1 bu yenilgiye hazirlayan temel fak-
tor ise artik devri tiikenmis olan savag anlayislari olmugtur.®

Kitabin icerigiyle ilgili degerlendirmelerden sonra yazarin bu kitap-
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ta kullandig1 iisluba iligkin birkag kritik yapmamiz gerekirse; ilk olarak
makalelerin formati1 gdziimiize ¢arpmaktadir. Kitapta yer alan makale-
ler giizel bir sistematik zemin iizerine oturtulmus ve kitabin genelinde
buna sadik kalinmugtir. Yazar; makalelerinde ele aldig1 konunun altyapi-
sii1 okuyucuya vererek, okuyucuyu konuya hazirlar ve savundugu tezi,
belge ve kaynaklari referans gostererek ikna kaygisi tagimadan dogal
yollarla okuyucuya kabul ettirir. Bu konuda oldukca basarili olan ya-
zar, kitabinda tartigsmacili bir tislup kullanmig ve 6zellikle savundugu
tez ile ilgili, tarafli tarafsiz batili tarih¢ilerin iddialarmma yer vererek
bunlardan dogru olanlarin haklarini vermis, yanlis olanlarin ise belge-
lere ve kaynaklara dayanarak iddialarini temelden ciiriitmiis, dogrusu-
nu okuyucuya izah etmistir. Yazarin kullandig1 bu format, ona tarafl ol-
mayan bakig acistyla kitabi yazma firsat1 vermistir.

Kitabin elestirilecek bir noktast; kitabin farkli zamanlarda yayimla-
nan makalelerin bir araya getirilmis olmasi, bazi hususlarin tekrar edil-
mesine yol agmistir. Diger taraftan; okuyucuyu, islenen konunun etra-
finda zinde tutmasi bakimindan bu tekrarlar faydali oldugu da séylene-
bilir.

Yazarin ikinci boliim “Savaglar” bahsinde gorsel malzemelere yer
vermesi, anlatilan olaylarin akilda daha da belirginlesmesi agisindan
onem tasimaktadir. Ozellikle kitapta detayli olarak ele alman Mohag
Meydan Muharebesini anlatan boliime, ordularin muharebe diizenleri-
ni resmeden cizimler ve savagin cereyan edis bi¢imini anlatan resimler
ve minyatiirler konulmasi savasin, okuyucunun goziinde daha iyi can-
lanmasina aract olmustur

Sonug olarak kitap; yazarin iislubundaki akicilig1 sayesinde, popiiler
tarih takipcilerinin de rahatlikla okuyabilecegi bir eser olarak kargi-
miza ¢ikmaktadir.

Ali Uyanik
Stratejik Arastirmalar Enstitiisii
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TARAS BULBA

Nikolay Gogol

Istanbul: Can Yayinlari Diinya Klasikleri, 2007. 171 sayfa,
ISBN: 9789750708350.

Amerikali yazar Ernest Hemingway tarafindan Taras Bulba ese-
rinin bugiine kadar yazilmis en biiyiik on kitaptan biri olarak nite-
lendirilmesinin altinda yatan en dnemli etken, s6z konusu eserin ih-
tiva ettigi edebi deger yaninda Taras Bulba 6nderligindeki Zaporoj-
ye Kazaklarinin (3anopoxse/Dinyeper Nehri Kazaklari) Polonyali-
lara karg1 isyanlar1 neticesinde Taras Bulba’nin iki oglunun yargila-
nigt temelinde, Rus siyasi tarihine 151k tutmasina ve Rus jeopolitigi-
nin degismez yonelimlerine dair ¢ikarsamalarda bulunmasina imkan
tanimasidir. {1k defa 1835 tarihinde Mirgorod Oykiileri arasinda yer
alan ve 1842 tarihinde gozden gecirilerek Taras Bulba adiyla tekrar
kaleme alinan eser 16. yy’da Ukrayna Kazaklar1 ile Polonyalilar et-
rafinda cereyan eden gelismeleri bir nevi tarihi vesika seklinde an-
latmasina ragmen yorumsamaci bakis agisindan alt metni okundu-
gunda eserin gelecege 151k tutma amacin giittiigii ifade edilebilir. Bu
ozelligi ile eser, Rusya ve Ruslar icin bir nevi nasihatname 6zelligi
de tasimaktadir. Dolayisiyla yazarin Taras Bulba’nin agzindan gele-
cek Rus kugaklara aktardig1 nasihat mahiyetindeki sdzleri, Rus siya-
si tarihi ve Rus jeopolitiginin degismez yonelimleri gdz dniinde bu-
lunduruldugunda daha da anlamli olmaktadir.

Taras Bulba’nin kendi agzindan ogullar1 Andrey ve Ostap’in Ki-
ev’deki bir Katolik papaz okulundan mezuniyetleri serefine diizen-
ledigi eglencede Rusya’nin diismanlarinin sayildigi pasajda sarf etti-
&1 sozlerin, Rus jeopolitiginin degismez gergeklerini aciga vurmasi
acisindan olduk¢a manidar oldugu ifade edilebilir. Taras Bulba’nin
ogullarinin serefine “Hep kazanmaniz dilegiyle iciyorum. Miislii-
manlart, Tiirkleri, Tatarlar: dovecegiz; dinimizi karistirmaya kalki-
swrlarsa Lehleri de dovecegiz.” seklinde sarf ettigi sozleri, eserin
gelecek kugaklara yonelik ilk nasihatidir. Zaporojye Kazaklari-
nin/Ruslarin tarihi diigmanlari olarak Miisliiman Tiirklerin, eserdeki
deyigle Tiirklerin, “coban kopegi” Tatarlarin ve Katolik Lehlerin
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gosterilmesine yonelik sozlerin Rusya’nin tarih boyunca izledigi ge-
nigleme stratejisi gbz Oniine getirildiginde daha da anlam kazan-
maktadir. Dolayisiyla Taras Bulba’nin mezkfir ifadesi tarih boyunca
sahip olduklar1 savase¢1 yetenekleri dolayisiyla Zaporojye Kazakla-
r’nin glineyden Tiirklerin, kuzeybatidan Lehlerin icra ettikleri saldi-
rilarda Rus carlari tarafindan etkili bir sekilde kullanilmasi1 gergegiy-
le ortiismektedir. Bir diger ger¢ekse Zaporojye Kazaklari’nin yaga-
dig1 ve giiniimiizde Ukrayna sinirlarina tekabiil eden topraklarin tam-
pon bolge olmasi hasebiyle tarih boyunca iki cephede Rusya’nin yu-
karida zikredilen diigmanlarina kargsi bir nevi ileri karakol islevi gor-
mesi gercegidir. Rusya’nin diigmanlarina kars1 “halaskar Kazak”
imaji, eserin vermek istedigi bir diger mesajdir. Bu baglamda eserin
Tiirkler ve Lehler arasinda kalan Kazak siivarilerinin kendi aralarin-
da iki cephede savagsmak zorunda kalmalarinin tehlikelerini tartistik-
lar1 boliimii anlamlidir.

Taras Bulba’nin yukarida aktarilan hasmane ifadesinde dikkati
ceken ve eseri siyasi tarih agisindan 6nemli kilan bir diger husus ise
jeopolitik gerekliliklerin icbar etmesiyle ortaya ¢ikan Rusya’nin ta-
rihi diismanlarimin kimliklerinin mahiyeti hususudur. Tiirkler ve Ki-
rim Tatarlar1 i¢in Miisliiman olmak, Lehler i¢in Katolik olmak Rus-
ya’nin diigsmanlarinin miimeyyiz vasfini tegkil etmigtir. Dolayisiyla
Rus carinin hizmetinde olmak iizere Ortodoks/Slav Zaporojye Ka-
zaklar1 bir taraftan Hiristiyan olmalarinin geregi olarak Miislii-
man/Tiirk-Tatar unsurlara karsi; diger taraftan da Ortodoks/Slav
kardesliginin geregi olarak Katolik/Slav Polonyalilara kars iki cep-
hede miicadele etmek zorunda kalmiglardir. Eserde Rusya’nin Orto-
doks/Slav bir kimlige sahip olmasinin her geyin iizerinde oldugu 6r-
tiik olarak ifade edilmistir. Rusca “Ortodoksluk” sozciigiiniin (pira-
vasilaviye/npaBocnasue) “Slav toresi/hukuku” anlamina gelmesi
Slavligin Ortodokslukla 6zdes (Ortodoks=Slav) olmasini beraberin-
de getirmis ve Katolik Lehler mezkir Slav toresini ¢ignemeleri do-
layisiyla Rusya’nin tarihi diigmanlar kategorisine sokulmustur. Ta-
ras Bulba’nin “dinlerini karigtirmaya kalkan” Lehlere yonelik has-
mane ifadesi bu mezhep temelli tarihi gercek 1s1ginda anlamli ol-
maktadir.



Gogol’un okuyucularina vermek istedigi bir diger mesaj ise ese-
rin yazildig1 dénemdeki Rus siyasi tarihiyle de yakindan ilintilidir.
Eserde Zaporojye Kazaklari’nin varoluslarinin kose taglarini tegkil
eden oOzgiirliiklerine diiskiin vahsi yapilarina, Kazak meclisinin
(Sech) esitlik ve kardeslige dayali dogasina yapilan vurgu carlik re-
jimine kars1 Gogol’un cumhuriyet¢i ve liberal ideallerini yansitmak-
tadir. I. Nikola doneminde 1825 senesinin Aralik ayinda kendilerine
Dekabrist ad1 verilen ve otokrasiye karsi toplumsal degisim sloga-
niyla cara kars1 bir grup kiiltiirlii kisiden miitesekkil bir ayaklanma
tertip edilmistir. Laytmotifini Fransiz Devrimi’nin “ozgiirliik, esit-
lik ve kardeslik” siarinin olusturdugu bu ayaklanmadan Gogol da et-
kilenmistir. Dolayisiyla Kazaklarin yukarida zikredilen karakterleri,
yazarin cumhuriyetci ve liberal ideallerini yansitmig ve boylelikle
otoriter Rus devletinin karsisina 6zgiir ve esitlik¢i ruha sahip Ka-
zaklar konularak siyasi iradeye mesaj verme amaci giidiilmiigtiir.
Yazarin 6zgiir ve esitlik¢i dogaya sahip Kazak imaji1 ve esitlik¢i bir
Kazak toplumu kurgusu 19. yy’in baskici ortamina tepki mahiyetin-
dedir.

Eserin bir diger 6nemli 6zelliginin ise dilinde sakli oldugu ifade
edilebilir. Eserde ¢izilen ve yukarida zikredilen o6zellikleri tagiyan
Kazak imajinin miistakbel Rus kusaklara yonelik vatansever ve mil-
liyetci faziletleri aktarma amacini hedeflemesi acisindan didaktik bir
ozelligi haizdir. Nitekim eserin icerigine dair morfolojik bir tetkik
yapildiginda bu amacim ipuglart okunabilmektedir. Eserde “Rus”
(pycckmit) ve Rusya (poccwms) tabirlerinin ¢okca kullanilmasi bu mil-
liyetci soylemi ortaya koymaktadir. Ornek olarak Zaporojye Kazak-
larr’nin yagsadigi bolgeye Kiiciik Rusya (Mala-rassiya/Maimo-
poccust), kutsal Rus topraklarindan (ruskaya zemliya/pycckas
3eminst), Rus giiciinden (ruskaya sila/pycckast cmma), Rus inancindan
(ruskaya vera/pycckas Bepa), Rus ruhundan (ruskaya dusa/pycckast
nyma) ve Rus karakterinden (ruskiy harakter/pycckuit xapakrep)
bahsedildigi pasajlar milliyetci bir dili ortaya koymaktadir. Nitekim
Taras Bulba’nin “Tanri’ya emanet olun kardeglerim! Kutsal Rus iil-
kesi var olsun, iinii biitiin yeryiiziinii sarsin!” ve “Size soyliiyorum
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seytamin dolii Lehler! Hani elinize ne gecti? Kazaklar: yildiracagi-
nizi mt sandiniz? Daha durun bakalim, giinii gelecek, Ortodoks
inanctmin ne menem bir din oldugunu anlayacaksimiz! Uzak yakin
biitiin uluslar Rus halkinin toparlanacagini, hicbir kuvvetin onlara
karst duramayacagum gorecekler!” seklinde Slavofil milliyetcilik
ve Mesih¢i Hiristiyanligin karisimu sarf ettigi s6zleri, Rus olmayan-
lara karsi1 tehditkar ama tiim Slavlara/Ruslara vaatkar bir dili ortaya
koymaktadir. Dolayisiyla milliyet¢i sOylemin oziinii teskil eden
“ben-oteki” ayrmmi Slav/Ortodoks/Rus olan-Slav/Ortodoks/Rus ol-
mayan seklinde tezahiir eden ikili dilinde goriilebilmektedir.

Tarik Demir
Stratejik Arastirmalar Enstitiisii
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